
Holy Thursday 2022

The Mass this night is different than any other night, even though many things are 
the same as any other Mass. There are two things that make this night different 
than any other night first we imitate Jesus’ simple and yet powerful gesture, the 
washing of the feet.  The second is we honor that on this night Jesus left us his 
very body and blood in the Eucharist. After we celebrate the Mass of Lord’s 
supper, we show our deep love and devotion to the Eucharist through a special 
procession.  

Yes, this night, is different.  Like no other night, tonight’s Mass of the Lord’s 
supper makes clear to us that when we decide to follow Jesus, we decide not only 
receive what Jesus gives us in the Eucharist, we also decide to give as Jesus gives, 
to put the Eucharist into action.  As Jesus washed Peter’s feet he calls us to serve 
with the same spirit of humility, the kind of humility was at first, offensive to 
Peter.  Only the lowliest servant washed the feet of the guests.  Try to imagine 
how disorienting it was for Peter to struggle with how could it be that Jesus, who 
is Lord and master, would do such a thing that was below his dignity? Jesus 
presented a radical new way of love, God’s love in the flesh, God as a lowly 
servant.    

If we take seriously the message of Jesus who lived among us as one who serves, 
the message of Mass tonight will have particular meaning of us in this year of 
2022. This Mass calls us to live our lives in memory of Jesus who laid down his life 
for us.  To be people who are radically different. What do I mean? 

The washing of the feet means that service is essential to following Jesus.  
Nothing new for, but consider how challenging it is to live.  Not long ago I was 
talking with my brother, Bob who is volunteering as a baseball coach for the 
youngest of his four kids. He suffered a bad ski accident when he was a teenager, 
and at 56 years of age, the lingering effects of those injuries are more noticeable 
for him than when he was younger. He said, “It really takes a lot out of me 
physically, but I need to do it because the younger parents aren’t stepping up.”  
There are probably lots of reasons with lack of volunteers that we are facing 
today both in church and in society at large. There are perhaps more reasons to 
live for ourselves than in generations past.  This is where we as mature disciples 



of the Lord need to be radically different.  Sitting on the side lines is not an 
option.  All of us need to find a way answer Jesus’ call to wash the feet of another.   

Here is another challenge: Public worship is essential to following Jesus, we 
cannot follow his command to “do this in memory of me” unless we come to 
Mass.  Nothing new here, but consider how for the first time in U.S. history there 
are more people who do not attend a house of worship in the United States than 
who do. Not just Catholics, but every religion. People in predominately Catholic 
Chicago used to describe where they lived by what parish there attended.  Now 
many of those parishes are closed.  How much longer will people in the Bible Belt 
continue to ask as they are meeting each for the first time, “Which church do you 
attend?”   More and more, we will be counter-cultural if we choose to do as St. 
Paul instructs the Corinthians to proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes by 
sharing in the Eucharist.  I am speaking to you, who have made the commitment 
to be here tonight, and you who are viewing from home, this is the time that we 
need to make our commitment even stronger than before.           

You are here tonight, thank you, thank you for hearing the call to give thanks and 
praise to Jesus Christ for the gift of the Eucharist and for his saving action and 
wonderous works of his love in our lives.  We are becoming more and more 
different that most people.  So, let’s really be different!  Let’s make Jesus the 
center of our lives, let’s come together with true faith and devotion of Sunday so 
that that this parish is a vibrant and living sign of God’s love for others. The 
Eucharistic procession and adoration that we do every Thursday night, it a time to 
renew our love for Jesus and to make him the center of lives. Let’s make it clear to 
everyone that we are always ready to wash the feet of the poor, the tired, the 
hungry, the outcast, because that is what it means to do what Jesus taught.  

Jesus didn’t have many commandments, in fact there were basically two:  Love 
God, love neighbor.  He taught us what those commandments mean when he 
said, “do this in memory of me” and “I have given you a model to follow, so that 
as I have done for you, you should also do.”                     

Archbishop Fulton Sheen once wrote, “Show me your hands.  Do they have scars 
from giving?  Show me your feet.  Are they wounded in service?  Show me your 
heart.  Have you left a place for divine love?” 



           


